
    Research Philosophy  

 

 

What is Research? 

Research is a systematic process of inquiry that aims to discover, 

interpret, or generate new knowledge and ideas. It involves 

identifying a problem or question, designing a study to investigate 

it, collecting and analyzing data, and drawing conclusions based 

on evidence. 

Research can be conducted in many fields, including science, 

social science, humanities, engineering, and business. The 

ultimate goal of research is to solve problems, advance 

knowledge, or inform decision-making. 



What is Philosophy? 

Philosophy is the study of fundamental questions about existence, 

knowledge, values, reason, mind, and language. Philosophy is 

divided into many  branches, including metaphysics (study of 

reality), epistemology (study of knowledge), ethics (study of moral 

values), logic (study of reasoning), and political philosophy (study 

of government and society), among others. 

Philosophical inquiry involves critical thinking, analysis, and 

reflection on fundamental concepts and assumptions underlying 

human thought and behavior. 

Research Philosophy 

Research philosophy refers to the set of beliefs, assumptions, and 

principles that guide the way researchers approach their studies, 

interpret data, and make conclusions. It encompasses 

epistemology (beliefs about the nature of knowledge), ontology 

(beliefs about the nature of reality), and axiology (values guiding 

research). These philosophical perspectives influence the research 

design, methodology, and interpretation of findings.  

 

1. Ontology 

Ontology deals with the nature of reality and existence. It 

addresses questions such as:  

What exists?  

What is the nature of reality? 



What is the relationship between the observer and the observed? 

Different ontological perspectives shape researchers’ beliefs about 

the nature of reality and influence their approach to studying 

phenomena. For example: 

Positivism:  

Positivists believe in the existence of an objective reality that 

exists independently of human perception. They view reality as 

being stable and deterministic, with observable patterns and 

structures. 

Constructivism:  

Constructivists argue that reality is socially constructed and 

subjective, shaped by individual and collective interpretations. 

They emphasize the role of human perception and interaction in 

shaping reality. 

Pragmatism:  

Pragmatists focus on the practical consequences of beliefs and 

actions. They are less concerned with the nature of reality and 

more interested in what works or is useful in achieving specific 

goals. 

 

2. Epistemology 

Epistemology deals with the nature and scope of knowledge. It 

explores questions such as: 



What is knowledge?  

How is knowledge acquired?  

What are the limits of knowledge? 

Different epistemological stances influence how researchers 

perceive the nature of truth and how they believe knowledge 

should be obtained. For example: 

 Positivism:  

Positivists believe in the existence of an objective reality that can 

be studied through empirical observation and measurement. They 

emphasize the importance of deductive reasoning and seek to 

uncover universal laws or regularities. 

Interpretivism:  

Interpretivists or Constructivists argue that reality is socially 

constructed and subjective, shaped by individual perspectives and 

experiences. They emphasize understanding the meanings and 

interpretations that individuals attach to their experiences. 

Pragmatism:  

Pragmatism focuses on practical usefulness of beliefs and actions. 

They argue that knowledge should be examine through best tools. 

 

3. Axiology 

Axiology deals with moral values, including ethical principles and  

Personal beliefs, that guide research. It addresses questions such  



as:  

What values are important in research? 

How should reduce the risks during research ? 

Axiological considerations influence researchers’ decisions about 

the conduct of research, the treatment of participants, and the 

interpretation of findings. For example: Researchers may prioritize 

values such as honesty, integrity, and respect for human dignity in 

their research conduct. 

Positivism: 

Positivism values objectivity and neutrality in research, 

emphasizing detachment from the research  

Interpretivism: 

Interpretivism values subjectivity and contextuality, emphasizing 

empathy and understanding of the research subject. 

Pragmatism:  

Pragmatism values practical consequences and usefulness, 

emphasizing flexibility and adaptability in research approaches. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, ontology, epistemology and axiology form the 

foundational components of research philosophy, shaping 

researchers’ beliefs about the nature of knowledge, reality, and 

values. 

 


